
Questions and Answers on Vaccination in Ghana 
 
1. Why are vaccinations important? 
Vaccination protects children from serious illness and complications of vaccine-preventable 
diseases which can include amputation of an arm or leg, paralysis of limbs, hearing loss, 
convulsions, brain damage, and death.  
 
2.  How do vaccines work? 
Vaccinations work by boosting the immune system's ability to fight certain infections. The vaccination 
teaches your child's immune system to recognize and fight specific germs so that when they are exposed 
to them, he or she has a much lower risk of getting sick. 
 

3. What diseases do vaccines protect against? 

Immunizing your child with vaccines protects the child against serious diseases like tuberculosis, 
poliomyelitis, measles, diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, rotavirus, hepatitis B and more. 
 

 
4. Are vaccines safe? 
Vaccines are among the safest medical products available, and scientists are working to make 
sure they are made even safer. Every vaccine undergoes extensive testing before being 
licensed, and vaccine safety continues to be monitored as long as a vaccine is in use. 
 

5. Are there side effects to vaccines? 
Like any medication, vaccines can cause side effects. Side effects from vaccination are usually 
minor, such as soreness where the injection was given or a low-grade fever. These side effects 
do not last long and are treatable.  Serious side effects are very rare. The tiny risk of a serious 
reaction from a vaccination has to be weighed against the very real risk of getting a dangerous 
vaccine-preventable disease or suffering complications from it. 
 
6. What do I do when my Child suffers a side effect from Vaccination 
Report to any nearby health centre or to your healthcare provider. You can also report side 
effects to vaccine to the Food and Drugs Authority (FDA) by visiting www.fdaghana.gov.gh or 
send email to drug.safety@fdaghana.gov.gh. You can also send an SMS to short code 4015 or 
call 0244 310297 
 
7. What if I can’t afford to get my child vaccinated? 

Vaccinations are free of charge for children in Ghana.  Contact any government hospital or your 

community health centre for your vaccination.  

 

8. How many vaccines does my child have to receive?  

http://www.fdaghana.gov.gh/
mailto:drug.safety@fdaghana.gov.gh


Refer to the table below to know how many vaccines your child needs to take and when to 

take it. 

Age Schedule Vaccines Doses Route and Site of Injection 

At birth 
BCG 
OPV0 

0.05ml  
2 drops  

Intra-dermal, right upper arm 
Oral 

6 weeks 

DPT-HepB-Hib1 
OPV1 
Pneumo 1 
Rota 1 

0.5ml 
2drops 
0.5 ml 
1.5 ml vial 

Intra-muscular, lateral aspect of left thigh 
Oral 
Intra-muscular, lateral aspect of right thigh 
Oral 

10 weeks 

DPT-HepB-Hib2 
OPV2 
Pneumo 2 
Rota 2 

0.5ml 
2drops 
0.5 ml 
1.5 ml vial 

Intra-muscular, lateral aspect of left thigh 
Oral 
Intra-muscular, lateral aspect of right thigh 
Oral 

14 weeks 

DPT-HepB-Hib3 
Pneumo 3 
OPV3 
IPV 

0.5ml 
0.5 ml 
2 drops 
0.5ml 

Intra-muscular, lateral aspect of left thigh 
Intra-muscular, lateral aspect of right thigh 
Oral 
Intra-muscular, lateral aspect of right thigh 

6 months Vitamin A 100,000 IU Oral 

9 months 
Measles-Rubella 
Yellow Fever 

0.5ml 
0.5ml 

Subcutaneous, left upper arm 
Subcutaneous, right upper arm 

12 months Vitamin A 200,000 IU Oral 

18 months 
Measles-Rubella 
Men A 
Vitamin A 

0.5ml 
0.5ml 
200,000 IU 

Subcutaneous, left upper arm 
Intra-muscular, right upper arm 
Oral 

 

 

 


